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THE CHOSEN 
BRIDEGROOM 


Kathasartasagera, the ocean of stories is aj 

among the earliest collection of stories extant 

in the world. It was compiled bya brahmin nam- 

ed Somadeva for the amusement of Suryav: 

wife of King Ananta of Kashmir at whose court 
jomadeva was a poet. 


Myriad streams of myth and mystery flow in 
to create this fanciful and fascinating ocean — 
tales of wondrous maidens and their fearless 
lovers, of kings and cities, of statecraft and int- 
rigue, of magic and spells, of treachery and tric- 
Kery. of ghosts and goblins. 


The chosen bridegroom” and “The Gods as 
witnesses" in this volume are based on stories 
from Somadeva's Kathasaritasagara. 4 


ACK MAHABHARATA 


aa 


Over 75 million copies sold 


THE CHOSEN BRIDEGROOM i . 


THERE RULED IN THE CITY OF DODAVA, KING URARET PEOPLE FELT 
WABPY AND SAFE IN HIS CARE. 
0 TAR IT 


amar chitra katna 


7 TRY TO WHY DONT OH GIVE DON?T CAJ 
(Re) e ar £^ 


Jour’ 5 WHETHER HE 16. 
TO AGREE. RATNAVATIE IMAGINE ) Å FAUPER OR À 
Å PRIN 1 


WER DETERMINATION, 


TO REMAIN UNMARRIED 
BECAME THE TALR OF THE TONN. اچ‎ 


HAVE tou 
HEARD ABOUT, 
2ء‎ 


ØIN 


۷ 
å » 
22727277577 ( سیق‎ TU ANON PER, 
MORE SERIAS MATTERS | HE ROBBERS. 


HELP UB! À 


MORE SEPOYS FOR THE NIGHT 
WATCH. ALL ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
TO THE TONN MUST BE ENTERED IN 

Å REGISTER 3 


YOUR WEST” THEY NEAR 


KEE 


[TE THIEVES ARE VERY CUNG, 


YOU MUST CATCH 
THEM, PEAD OR 
ALYE. 


DESPITE ALL THE EFFORTS OF THE SOLDIERS 


THE KWE THOUGHT FORA WHE 


| me ROBBERIES CONTINUED. 
TE MY SOLDIERS ARE 
THEVING — \DOING THEIR BEST. NE 
AND LOOTING | HAVE HIRED SPECIAL 
[HASN'T ` J WATCHMEN, INCREASE 
STOPPED. THE NIGHT PATROL 


TONIGHT T WILL USE A NEW. 

PLAN. GOD WILLING, L WILL 

SOON REMOVE ALL FOUR 
ANXIETY. 


THANK YOUN 
Tour 
MAJESTY, E 


WITH THIS LONG, 
FROM MY HORSE 


RERE E TE SIKREN ROYAL ROBENI Å) 
ROUGH CLOAK HE STEPPED QUI IN THE DARK. 


11 


FOR AN HOUR OR TWO, THE KING WALKED TAROUGH THE DARK SILENT STREETS. AG HE PASSED. 
جاج‎ M = 


REE 


gg 


MER CO 
LETS wor 
TOGETHER, 


BUSH HOLD 
JOUR TONGIE 


GET CRACKING. 


SOON TIE EXPERT THIEF LED THE KINS TO THE 
RIGHT SPOTS IN THE BACK STREETS. 


THERE ARE SO 
MANY OF THEM 
ÅT WORK. 


THE KING WAS FAMILAR WIH THE 
LANGUAGE OF THIEVES BY NOW. 


FAP 
N a 
i / ta 


mi 


THE NEXT ROOM WAS FILLED WITH REISS AND THE KING'S COMPANION WAS GREETED LIKE À 
THIEVES WASHING BLOOD FROM THEIR HAND AND | | CHEF. HERE: 
REMOVING THER DISEWSE. 


| (SUDDENLY Å MAID SERVANT WHO RECOGNIZED. 
THE KING CAME FORWARD. 


Anis 19 THE WAY TO HEIR 
DEN. NE WILL CAPTURE 

“HEM BEFORE THEY SET | 
‘QUT FOR ROBBING. 


TO HIM. CATCH HER. 


TELL SURELY NOW IN 
COME TD CAPTURE DAYLIGHT WELL 
US SOON. \ SURELY BE 


WE'D BETTER 
BE PREPARE] 


NOME NIE 
NET RUN AWAY we 
Å ae CONFRONT tun 


HEV SPENT THE DAS SHARPENING THEIR MEGERS AND CHECKING THER WEAPONS ÅT 
ماج‎ > 


THEY ARE SO SURE WELL 
M (e BEN THE CAVE THAT THEY 
fl ARE WALKING WITH THE 
n WEAPONS PORN 


TE BRAVE VIRANET CONFRONTED HIS NT: SKIPPED, JUMPED 55717 ہے تس‎ 
SËËONENT HE DREW HIS cn AND EACH OTHER TILL THEY WERE EXHAUSTED, 
ENSUED, 


BERBERE BELL وې‎ TN SEL AE ER ç 
CAE PAP PIE BLE SES REAPING. pm sé qf 
غه غه ره‎ kme CLERO DENMEN کور‎ Es سک‎ 
PARENT. ža W. 


pove 
مد‎ ۵ = 全 

THE KING CALLED FOR THE FEW REMAINING DING HIS HANDS BEHIND Ah, THE CHEF WAS 

MEN FROM HIS ARMY. BROUGHT TO THE PLACE. 


iN 
OCKED up. 


amar chitra kotha 


FFE STOLEN 60075 NERE BROUGHT FROM TAB THIEVES DEN TO THE PALACE. NEXT MORNING 
HE ROBBER WAS MOUNTED ONA CAMEL AND TAKEN AROUND THE CITY. 
: HEAR! HEAR! 


EATER AT THE APART | 
Tuje EVENING AND SEE 
HOW HE 1S PUNISHED 

FOR HIS EVIL DEEDS. 


eres rum 
(HER de 


Are JJ SAN, 


OF HER CHAMBER: 


O1 WHAT A HAND- 
BONE MANI HAVE 
D ANTONI 


EVER SEEN 
LIKE HIM. 


RATNAVAT WAS PETERMNED— 


RAMADATIA WENT TO THE PALACE 70 PLEAD 
WITH THE KING. T 


OIT CANNOT FREE HIM 
HE HAS BEEN FLINDERNG 
| نه‎ I my 
HIM, <— 


DISAPFONTED, RATNADATFA RETURNED: HOME. 


THE KING REFUSEP ( [ F ne P ES,1 790 
ETT Wit ØVE UP 
ROSEN MAN wre 
| Sa 


MUCH AS HER PARENTS TRIED TË DISSUADE HER, RATHAVAT/ PRESSED UP AND WENT TO THE 
JARE. 


WHO 15 SHE'S THE most 
RATNAVATIZ A Å “BEAUTIFUL GIRL 
5 MIN. ASODHYA 


EN ۳ X 


ON MY 
ONE 
Oo, 2 


] عم و3‎ SHE HAD) 
| REFUSED ALL 
EVEN CRY 
BUT Now 
HE WANTS TO 
سر چا‎ 


TAST THEN LORD 
SHIVA APPEARED, 


amar chitra katha 


1 30 BEIT. HE WILL 
| Arme HENCEFORTH LEAD A 
MAN WHOM 1 HAVEN, SOOP LIFE LET HIM. | 
CHOSEN AS MY RISE UP AND BE چم‎ | 


HUSBAND BE GRANTED) GVEN HIS SINS BY | 
HIS LIFE AS AN KING | 


WIEN VERE YOU ARE 
HEARD OF THIS] INDEED Å 
-— MAL AND 


BRIDEGROOM, 
HOME 


RAMADATTA, 
OME, LET کل‎ 
TAKE QUE. 


== 


WATI AND HER HUSBAND LIVED HAPPY) 
AFTER. 


[1 APPONT YOU T 
COMMANDER OF 人 
می‎ ARMY 


THE GODS AS WITNESSES | 


UPAKOSHA, THE MOST BEAUTIFUL MAIDEN IN PATALIEUTRA, WAS BETROTAED TO VARARJEMI, 


= DAYS PASSED, UPAKDSHA GREM THIN, 
ESSLY SHE NENT ABOUT HER 


ENBOLDENED BY HER 2 


BUT M BETROTHED 
TO VARARÜCHI.... 


== ] [MENTE PERSISTED PAROS, موم‎ 
FOU, PLAN, 


NEXT WEEK. 


: 


TAS SHE WAS ABOUT TO REACH HER HOUSE. 
MET THE HEAD A 
MER WITH MIS PROPO: 


I CAN NO LONGER LIVE HERE. 


SHE WENT TO HIRANYAGUPTA, THE MERCHANT. 


TD BETTER LEAVE THE TONN. 
BUTT NEED MONEY FOR 
THE TRAVEL EXPENSES. 


( 


I NEED SOME MONEY 

ARGENT 7. VARARUCHI HAD 

TOLD NE, HE'D DEPOSITED 
HIS WEALTH WITH YOU, 


FOR SAY SO BECAUSE 7 
DID NOT CARE TO LEAVE 

A WRITTEN RECORD. THIS 

ISN'T FAR, SIR. 


THAT MEANS YOU 

ADMIT VARARUCHI 

LEFT HIS MONEY 
WITH YOU. 


TESTEN, PRETTY ONE, 
IF YOU CONSENT TO BE 
MY WIFE, DLL BESTOW 
ALL MY WEALTH ON. 
FOL. WHAT VARARUCH! 
LEFT WTH ME عا‎ 


HAMLET ME 
THINK ABOUT IT. 
TILL GIVE MY REPLY 
AFTER THE SPRING 
FESTIVAL, 


PREPARE Å LARGE VAT OF 
LAMPBLACK MIXED 
WITH OIL. 


NOW ADD THIS MUSK) 
AND SANDAL TO. 
PERFUME IT. 


HER MAIDS WERE 
SURPRISED. [ —! 


— A BLACK 


NOW. 
NHAT HUGE ANCESTRAL, 
TRUNKE 
N THE 
STORE 
ROOM. 
A | 


THE ENORMOUS TRUNK WAS 
FROM THE STORE ROOM, 


| ٣ 655 CONFIDED HER FLAN TO HER MAPS] 
ÀS DUGK FELL 


THE MINISTER WAS RECENED BY 2775 


THERE HE COMES! 
THE MINISTER ! PO 
ÀS TVE TOLD YOU 


MAPS. 
WELCOME, Sie! جریم‎ 
MISTRESS BADE us 
TO HA You BAER 
1 3 

CLOTHES TO CELEBRATE 


HE SPRING FESTIVAL, 


(SUSPECTING, 

TO THE MASS; 

GOOD! HES 

ALL ماد‎ 
Wi 


FEY BRUISHT THE TREASURER INSIDE 
DMLYLIT ROOM. 


r THE TREASURER 2777/۷55 7 


REX 
WER. HIDE 


SOON IT WAS THE MAGISTRATES TURN TO. 
ENJOY THE DELIGHTFUL MASSAGE. 
سو یاه‎ PE cR Tu 


7 10 
REPLY TO HIM. 


"EAGER TO HEAR VER REPLY, HIRBNYAGUPIH HURRIED. 
TO HER HO 


TO THE COURT OF KING NANDA. 


T {OUR WREST THE 
MERCHANT HIRANYAGUPTA | 
18 TRYING TO CHEAT 


ORT FONR MESTNI 
HAVE WITNESSES. 
BEFORE HE LEFT, 

| ab Pur 
pela نس ا‎ Å THE HOUSEHOLD 
LED LADY a DEITIES IN Å BOX, 


THIS MERCHANT ADMITTED: 
THE DEPOSIT IN THEIR 
PRESENCE, TOU CAN Ask 


TT TS A RATHER HEAVY 
BOX. IT MAY NEED 
— Å (SEVEN OR FIGHT 
MEN TO LIFT IT, 
TAKE À 一 
pozEN SOLDIERS 
AND FETCH THE, 


THE HEA 


IK WAS BROISHT TO THE 


COURT BY SEVERAL OF THE KING'S ۸ 


1251722, \ INDEED HE HAS ADMITTED 
NË CAN. )NTO VARARUCHI HAVING 

N PERES TED ma NEA 
ZE WIR HIM. 


ouch OR. 
VER r 
TË SA 


WIRANYAGUPTA WAS BESIDE HIMSELF WAY 
FEAR— 


OH DEAR! HER cops. 


GOAT ONCE 
AND GET 
MONEY, 


e 


Er) 


AN EI ATS‏ سا 


ZANI HAVE A LO HOW CANT REISE 
Å ROYAL REQUEST, 


۳۰08112783 
A‏ ا TOUR‏ 
کے ےر 


CE و0‎ TAMIDAR 
CE THEM BE BRO! 
Lo PRB HE TRUNK, 


Morton is one way of saying 


Children love the taste of Mortons. Grown-ups 
trust the goodness of Mortons. Over years and 
ve yearsit's been the family favourite. 
~ _ Chocolate and Coconut Cookies, Rose Eclairs, 
一 Supreme Chocolate and Coconut Toffees, Lacto 
Bonbons and so many other delicious 15 


‘And now Kesar Bite. Every bite a yummy 
delight. : 


À om 
MORTON 


MORTON CONFECTIONERY & MILK PRODUCTS FACTORY M 
P.O. Mathowrah 841418 Dist. Saran, Bihar 


HU 
WINNERS IN THE MAHABHARATA OUIZ CONTEST 
(AN AGFA-SNAPPER 110E CAMERA) 


WINNERS OF THE CONSOLATION PRIZE 
= TWO BLUE AND ONE GREEN OR TWO GREEN CERTIFICATES. 
(AN AMAR CHITRA KATHA BUMPER ISSUE) 
Abhijit Ashok Dixit, Thane Pallavi S. Jesrani, Bombay ` G. Jayakrishna, Macras 
Mnal Desa, Nagad fa Virendra Kumar, Cha رہ‎ New Don 
M. Gautam ars in TR Dhusvarth kumar ades ساسا‎ 
ts Sudhanshu Kumar in, en 


The action-packed, 
fun-filled fortnightly for 
children from the House 

of Amar Chitra Katha 


IT ENTERTAINS 
AND EDUCATES 


se x 


Give your child a treasury 
of Indian classics; imm 
Brought to you now in 


BUMPER 
ISSUES 


of three 
Amar Chitra Katha 
titles each 


ACK MAHABHARATA 


On orders for Rs. 95 and 
above postage Will not 


Boc 
IBË som; 


Our best friend's been cut! 


an you put him together again? 


Cut out the squares and 
rearrange them to make 
Hancyboy whole again. 
Better stil, stick them on 
card to get a permanent 
Hanayboy puzzle you can 
play with any time you want. 


shaj‏ ۱۳۵۵3۳۵ ارا 
tend. No. MH/BYW-218‏ 
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Disney roscolor Hastie Crayons 


۰۰۰۶ چ — 


